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Life on the Ldge

Man with Local Ties is Respected Hollywood Stuntman
by Andrew Tallockson

VWhen Tom MeComas Jr was 14,
he did something that even today, he
recalls with an air of disbelief in his
voice.

He took his father's prized pos-
session — a BMW RE0 motorcycle
acquired after his service with the
U.8. Marine Corps ended — out for a
joyride one night without his father's
permission. He'd learned that if you
stuck a nail into the ignition, the bike
would start...and start it did. Being
a freshman in high school, though,
meant he didn't hawve his license,
which also meant he was riding it il-
legally. The headlights weren't work-
ing either. He was chased by police,
but eluded them, abandoned the mo-
torcycle and made it back home.

The police later called his father,
inguiring if he owned a motoreycle.
They'd recovered one involved in a
high-speed chase. Ironically, police
reported, there was no damage to
the bike. The “thief” also properly
parked it, leaving the kickstand in
place.

“That's amazing,” his father told
police. “I'll be there in a minute.” He
then addressed his family, including
Tom Jr, who remembers barely be-
ing able to look at him. “A thief stole
my motorcyele,” he announced, “and
there’s no damage to it.”

It wasn't until years later that
Tom Jr. fessed up to hia father, easing
into the revelation with, “Rememhber
when that guy stole your motorcycle?

Uh, that was me.” = -

Continued on Page 2 At 45, Tom McComas Jr. is one of Hollywood's most hard;ﬁé'rki-ng .StIJ.I'T-t;TIéH.
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His father, Tom McComas Sr. of locally based THM
Productions, creator of the wildly popular “I Love
Toy Trains” series, shook his head and said, “Ugh.”

It's a wild story, one Tom brings to a close with
a “what was I thinking” laugh, but it makes some-
thing crystal clear about him. From an early age,
hie fascination with speed, motorcycles and vicari-
ous living paved the way for a career in Hollywood.

At 45, McComas is one of the industry's most re-
spected and hardworking stuntmen and stunt coor-
dinators. In the past five years, he's worked on mowv-
ies such as “Mizsion: Impossible — Rogue Nation”
“Terminator Genisys,” “White House Down,” “Star
Trek Into Darkness,” “Identity Thief,” “Gangster
Squad,” Men in Black 3" and “Fast Five." On the
small screen, his work has appeared on “Sons of An-
archy,” “House,” "INCIS,” “Two and a Half Men” and
“The Mentalist.” He's also developed a working re-
lationship with two-time Oscar winner Ben Affleck
that spans “Armageddon” to “The Town.”

“I am 45 and living my dream,” he said in a recent
phone interview. “It couldn't get any better. I don’t
go to work. I go to play. I love it.”

Tom (left) on the set of "Reindear Games" with Ben Affleck (right)
and diractor John Franksnheimear.

Tom {laft) with Ryan Gosling on the set of "Gangster Squad.”

Born in Evanston, I1l., motorcycles were his world
entire, a love cultivated by his father and his fa-
ther's BMW R60 motorcycle — the first motorcycle
he ever sat one...at age 2.

“As a kid, I was interested in anything that went
fast,” he said. “As soon as I learned that if you twist
the throttle and you go faster, all I did when I was
riding with my dad was put my hand over his hand
on the throttle and twist it faster. There was some-
thing inherent inside me that made me love two
wheels. It etruck a chord inside me.”

McComas graduated from Georgetown Prepara-
tory School in Rockyille, Md., then attended Loyola
University Chicago for one year. He also was work-
ing at the time as a bike messenger. By the fifth
time he was hit by a taxi cab, he says, along with
weather that made for difficult riding conditions, he
decided to change plans and headed for California,
taking extension classes at University of California,
Santa Barbara. A lecture by acclaimed professor
Boderick Frazier Nash in Environmental Science
101 was so “electrifying and magnetizing,” McCo-
mas recalls, that he ended up graduating with a de-
gree in environmental science.

=till in love with motorcycles, his gameplan after
college, McComas said with a laugh, was “racing to
gave the environment.” He raced for six years, even
winning a national championship in 1994, In 1995,
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howewver, he was in a terrible accident at Road At-
lanta, a 2.54-mile course near Braselton, Ga. He

crashed amid speeds of 110 miles per hour. He was Check Out Our Fall spﬂ"l:iﬂlﬁ!
black and blue from his neck to his ankles. He still
owed $14,000 on a loan he'd taken to I:-u_vthe o= P e

torcycle, yet all that was salvagable from the wreck
wae the motor.

Devastated, and “loat for a while,” McComas said,
he came to Michigan City to work with his father
and TM Productions. His time here involved work

FREE MEDIA
AIR CLEANER

With Purchase of

New Furnace
A $275 Value FREE

Notvalld with prior purchasa or cbher offers. Oar Explres 103115

FREE
PROGRAMMABLE
THERMOSTAT

With Purchase of

New AC System
A $179 Value FREE

Notvalid with prior purchasa or other offers. Dfar Explres 1003115

Tom and his father on motorcycles in the late 1080s.

But it was in 1997, after he saw the Bruce Willis
sci-fi action film “The Fifth Element,” that he head-
ed back to California, specifically Hollywood to be-
come A etuntman. He met with the William Morris

1
i
1
1
I
1
I
|
1
1
|
1
1
1
1
kL

agency, and it was his skills as a motorcyclist that -
struck a chord with the human resources represen- Ifﬂﬁﬂx )
tative whose husband was into stock car racing. e e T e
Things moved pretty quickly from there. Right off
the bat, his first job as a stuntman was as David V' 100% Customer v Free Estimates On
Hasselhoff’'s stunt double on “Baywatch.” He did Satisfaction Mew Installations
what's called a “bulldog,” or a tackle. He ran around Guaranteed .
a building as the bad guy ran around the oppoeite V' Join Our Comfort
side of the building in his direction. V' 24 Hour Emergency Care Maintenance
“We meet, and I tackle him,” McComas said. Service For Our Savings Plan & 5ave
“That was my first job.” Comfort Care Up To 20% All Year
Hie next assignment: Michael Bays “Armaged- Maintenance Plan
don,” the second of two comet'asteroid disaster mowv- Members vV Employees
ies in 1998 after “Deep Impact.” It was a huge hit v Our Unigue Super Background
in the United States and overseas. McComas was TuneUps Save Up To Checked, Drug
eufieslce skuni dauble; _ 30% on Utility Bils Tested, and
“That is probably my favorite work memory. 1 : . Professionally Trained
wae the man, or, I was doubling the man,” he said, V' Indoor Air Quality
laughing. “I got to do everything. I jumped off a Products & Solutions

building, emashed through windows, got into fights.

I was living the dream.” 4 i
It also was the start of a long working relation- Micl]iﬂ:na{“i 219'874'2454

ship with Affleck that has included the films “Rein- '\/1’ C 800-789-2210
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“Btate of Play™ and “The Town.” He has nothing but
praise for Affleck.

“We look very similar,” MeComas said. “People
always say to me, “You look a lot like Ben Affleck.’ 1
call that job security.”

Other projects over the years included “Zoolan-
der,” “American Wedding,” “Poseidon,” “Live Free or
Die Hard,” “The Dark Knight,” “Horrible Bosses,”
and “Super 8" as well as “Grey's Anatomy,” “Ally
McBeal” and “Hart of Dixie” on TV.

After all these years in the industry, does he still
get nervous before a stunt? He replies to that ques-
tion in detail.

“A lot of things can go wrong. Death is a reality
I could get seriously hurt or killed,” he said. “But
when they say, ‘Ready 3. 2. 1. Action,’ I say to my-
self, ‘#!@% it.' I have done everything I can do. I've
visualized it (the stunt) and gone over it hundreds
of times in my head.

“There is a moment when I experience sheer ter-
ror, but then, I believe the true metal of a man is de-
termined not when things are going right, but when
they are not going well. But when I come off the set
succeasfully, that is euphoria.

“The stunt could last one second, it could last
seven seconds, but it's during that time and when 1
realize, that's why I do stunts. That to me is living.
Even if it's half a second, it might feel like 30 sec-
onds in my mind, and I can’t get enough of it.”

Ovwer the years, McComas has suffered from 13
concussions. Nonetheless, when he's working, he is
truly happy. An example he gives is his recent work
ag Charlie Hunnam'® stunt double on FX's “Sons of
Anarchy.” The shows stunt coordinator was Eric
Norrie, son of beloved action hero Chuck MNorris.
Erie, McComas said, is “one of the nicest guys you'll
ever meet. No ego. A real hard worker. Just a great

o

guy.” Norris
guided him and
the other stunt-
men through the
geries finale that
| involved CAre,
motoreycles and
semi-trucks in a

toy factory.
“It was non-
stop. The day

was crazy,” Mec-
Comas said, “but
I love days like
that. It's non-
stop and you're
doing big stunta

& all day long.”
Sometimes,
those stunts
don't appear in
the finish prod-
uct and he’s not
credited for it.
. .. That is part of
3 AR anﬂh "S't:j"““ * the politics of
b iy e ol o most rons wveriig i, e
"Tarminator Ganisys." industry, he

said.

Take, for example, McComas' work on “Termina-
tor Genisys.” He was involved in a chase sequence
on San Francisco®s Golden Gate Bridge. He was
driving a mini-van involved in a spectacular colli-
glon with a bus driven by Sarah Connor. His vehi-
cle, McComas said, was almost eliced in half.

However, reshoots were required during post-
production, which brought in different stunt people
to work on the shets. Those individuals were listed
in the credite, not McComas.

“In my opinion, it's not
right,” McComas said,
“but that's just politics. I
can't let that bother me,
although my friends go
M to these movies, and they
| don't see my name in the
credits and they are dis-
appointed, so that's kind
of a drag. I'm out there
= four monthe risking my
life, and I don't get cred-
it.”

Nonetheless, McCo-
mags has no intention of
# slowing down, nor per-

manently shifting from
| stuntman to stunt coor-
dinator. He'd rather be
in the thick of the action
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than be the one orchestrating it.

He also credite his father with instilling in him
the drive to pursue his dreams.

“What I learned from my dad is that you can set
out to accomplish everything you set your heart out
to do. That's what drives me,” he said. “I don’t listen

“But I knew then I was truly living the dream. I
was doing exactly what I wanted to do. I think it
amazing when I see people who have a calling in
life and they follow their passion. I have very little
fear, very little jealously and I live in the moment.
Ilowve it."

to what other people tell me. People told me when
I was racing that there were a million reasons why
not to race, that I could get hurt, that it's danger-

ous, that it's time cunmm.ung
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Tom (right} appears with Charlie Hunnam on the sat of "Sons of Anarchy.”
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Tom manning a machine gun on the set of one of his movies.
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